
To support the national tour of GARY CLARKE’S 
highly acclaimed dance theatre show 
WASTELAND, Gary Clarke Company are 
offering an exciting opportunity for schools, 
colleges, universities and community groups 
to connect to Gary Clarke, his world class 
performers and production team and learn 
why Gary has created Wasteland, sequel
to the award-winning COAL, as part of an 
integrated package

THE  PACKAGE
Participants will take part in an individually tailored 1-hour 
seminar with choreographer and artistic director, Gary 
Clarke, witness a closed company technical rehearsal live 
on stage, take part in a back-stage tour of the theatre 
(where possible), watch a performance of Wasteland and 
be invited to give a critical response as part of an engaging 
post show discussion.

This unique package will provide participants and group 
leaders with an insight into the decline of the British 
coal mining industry and the birth of rave culture in the 
UK, as well as an opportunity to learn more about the 
choreographer Gary Clarke, his work to date and the 
theatre industry in general. 

Participants will further explore Gary’s research through 
exclusive access to his sketch books, notes, documentary 
film footage and interview archives. They will also have a 
rare opportunity to see an acclaimed theatre production 
from technical rehearsal to public performance and a 
platform to voice opinions and responses to the show as 
audiences.

Responses to our workshop and show packages:
‘My favourite workshop to date! It was a refreshing 
approach to a thematic piece, very interesting original 
movement and energy from the leaders was great.’
Newcastle College BA (Hons) dance student

‘We felt part of the creative process, really incorporated 
into Wasteland’
Firth Park Academy BTEC dance student, Sheffield

BEHIND THE  SCENES
OF  WASTELAND PACKAGE



MISSION STATEMENT FOR PACKAGE
‘Using a subject matter of historical and social relevance, 
my mission is to provide an exciting, fun, safe educational 
and interactive environment where participants are free 
to learn more about theatre, dance and British history 
and to develop their own artistic voice and opinion’
Gary Clarke

BEHIND THE  SCENES  OF  WASTELAND 
PACKAGE INFORMATION
Gary Clarke is available to deliver this package alongside 
the Wasteland tour. 

Cost
Package £180 plus show tickets for participants and group 
leaders at a special rate organised by each tour venue 
(based ideally on a group of min 20 to 30).

Tour dates / Post show talk /
Meet the company
Please visit wastelandtour.co.uk for up to date tour 
listings and when each post show talk will take place.

Age
Due to the mature subject matter of Wasteland, the age 
guidance for the Behind the scenes of Wasteland package 
is 14+. 

Experience
Package will be tailored to fit individual groups and would 
be suitable for groups aged 14+, studying dance / theatre 
/ performing arts / technical theatre / history / politics at 
all levels.

Preparation
Prior to each behind the scenes of Wasteland package, 
Laura Barber will liaise with group leaders to fill out a 
booking form. The information provided will ensure each 
package is tailor made for each group, as well as catering 
for any individual needs.

Duration
Behind the Scenes: Seminar x 1 hour / Technical rehearsal 
x 1 hour / Backstage tour x 30 mins (where applicable)
Show: 80 minutes with no interval
Post Show Discussion: 30 mins.

Requirements
At least 1 member of support staff (e.g. group leader) must 
be present at all times.

Liabil ity
All company members are DBS checked and carry full 
insurance.

BOOKING DETAILS
Contact
Laura Barber, Gary Clarke Company, Engagement
Phone: 07391 621 966
Email: engagementGCC@gmail.com
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INFO ABOUT WASTELAND AND GARY CLARKE

WASTELAND INFORMATION
“For our generation, the future was very bleak with 
very little prospect. The rave culture gave many of us 
the opportunity to escape these grim and grey realities 
into a new world of music and dance where we could 
express our inner feelings, desires and frustrations. 
My passion for dance grew from this discovery”
Gary Clarke

Marking the 25th anniversary of the demolition of 
Grimethorpe Colliery and 30 years since the rise of UK rave 
culture, acclaimed choreographer Gary Clarke proudly 
presents Wasteland. A thrilling yet deeply touching dance-
theatre show and sequel to Clarke’s multi-award-winning 
production COAL. 

In 1994, Grimethorpe Colliery was destroyed along 
with the working-class community that surrounded it. 
Wasteland looks at how 2 different generations coped in 
this era of radical upheaval. As we see one generation 
grind exhaustingly to a halt, we follow the next into the 
90’s illegal rave scene, where derelict warehouses and 
abandoned work spaces became home for a new-found 
community of music and dance. 

Bringing together Clarke’s blistering physical dance 
language performed by a company of exceptional dancers, 
a community cast of male singers, brass musicians, archive 
film footage, a powerful rave sound score and unique art 
work by Jimmy Cauty (Co-founder of The KLF), Wasteland 
dives head first into a hedonistic story of loss, hope, 
escapism and survival.

POST  SHOW DISCUSSION
Following the performance of WASTELAND, there will be 
a rare opportunity to meet choreographer Gary Clarke 
and the cast of WASTELAND. Participants will take part 
in a unique post show discussion where they have an 
opportunity to share their critical responses and opinions 
as well as contribute to a question and answer session 
about the work.

ARTIST IC  DIRECTOR /  CHOREOGRAPHER 
GARY CLARKE
Artistic Director Gary Clarke is currently regarded as 
one of the UK’s leading independent dance artists 
who has received great appreciation for his work as a 
Choreographer, Director, Performer, Mentor, Teacher and 
Facilitator. Since 2003, Gary Clarke Company has received 
regular support and funding from Arts Council England 
and numerous National Dance Agencies and venues to 
create an impressive body of work which has received both 
critical and audience acclaim and has toured extensively 
both nationally and internationally.

Gary has developed a wealth of choreographic experience 
in creating site-specific works (in pubs, clubs, graveyards 
and galleries) as well as full-length productions for stage. 
Renowned for creating work of a thought provoking nature; 
with visually striking imagery and idiosyncratic style, he 
has received many awards and accolades including a UK 
Theatre Award and a Critics Circle National Dance Award 
(for COAL).

For other companies he has created large-scale work 
for Opera North, Sky Arts, The Cultural Olympiad and 
Hull City of Culture as well as touring work for Ludus 
Dance, StopGAP Dance Company, Anjali Dance and 
Akademi which also won The Herald Angel Award and the 
Summerhall Lustrum Award. 

In 2018, Gary Clarke received an Honorary Fellowship 
from The Northern School of Contemporary Dance and 
became the Honorary Vice President of Carlton Main 
Frickley Colliery Band, alongside his COAL collaborator 
Steven Roberts.
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